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Introduction

Hebden Green School believes that all children should wear clothing that is in keeping with a purposeful learning ethos.  We also believe it is important that certain activities are facilitated by specialised and appropriate clothing when attending school, or when participating in a school-organised event outside normal school hours.  We provide a complete list of the items needed for children’s school uniform in this policy and in our parent handbook.
This guidance is for all pupils in the Foundation Stage, Primary and Secondary departments. Pupils in Post 16 are expected to dress smartly and wear appropriate footwear. There may be times, for example when attending interviews or more formal visits, when they are required to wear business wear.  Make up and discreet jewellery are allowed in Post 16 at the Senior Leadership’s discretion.  Clothing with inappropriate slogans or images will not be tolerated. Pupils will be asked to cover up such clothing, remove it or go home to change.
Aims

Our policy for children’s school uniform is based on the belief that a school uniform promotes a sense of pride in the school and engenders a feeling of community and belonging. It is practical and smart, it identifies the children with the school is not distracting in class. In addition school uniform makes children feel equal to their peers in terms of appearance; it is regarded as suitable and good value for money by most parents and has been designed with health and safety in mind.

Our colours are Navy Blue and lighter blue with grey/black/ navy bottoms and the uniform is as follows:

School navy blue sweatshirt, cardigan or fleece (zip up) with school logo 

School pale blue polo shirt with school logo 

Grey/black/ navy skirt or trousers or grey pinafore dress/ shorts for Primary aged pupils. 

Blue gingham dresses may be worn in the summer term for Primary aged pupils.   If tights are worn we ask that they also be navy, black or grey. 
For PE
A pair of inside black pumps for indoor PE (primary pupils) and a pair of trainers for outdoor PE should your require them. 

A pair of trainers or other suitable outdoor footwear should your child require them. 

For older students who are practicing dressing skills, your child’s teacher may contact you requesting more kit as part of their individual life skills curriculum for example if they are learning to put on trousers or do up zips. 
Footwear
Ideally black shoes with flat heel or plain black trainers, but we appreciate that many children at our school need specialist footwear. Wellies or warm boots are fine to send in alongside other appropriate school shoes for changing into at appropriate times. 
 

Optional items
School book bag or dispatch bag

School fleece jacket

School reversible coat or school urban jacket

We ask that all clothing and footwear should be clearly labelled with your child’s name.
Jewellery 
On health and safety grounds we do not allow children to wear jewellery in school except for plain earring studs unless there is a specific cultural or religious reason which has been agreed by the Senior Leadership Team. 
Visible body piercing including tongue piercings many not be worn unless worn as part of cultural practice and/ or religious faith. 

Cosmetics (nail varnish and make up)
Make up, nail varnish and other cosmetics are not considered appropriate with our school uniform. The school does not permit such products to be worn by any children, unless there is a specific event for which the Senior Leadership Team have given permission or there is a specific cultural or religious reason which has been discussed with the Senior Leadership Team.  
Cost consideration and Suppliers
The Schools’ Admissions Code 2012 states that ‘policies around school uniform...do not discourage parents from applying for a place for their child’.  The Department for Education adds that ‘school governing body should therefore give high priority to cost considerations’*. Accordingly we have deemed that by allowing flexibility on the type of trousers/ skirts and on style for footwear we have given families choice about where they can purchase their child’s uniform from.  Supermarkets all stock basic dark trousers and skirts at a low price.  Only two aspects of compulsory uniform are not generic and widely available. The school jumpers are navy blue which can be purchased from Schools Trend: 
http://www.schooltrendsonline.com/uniform/HebdenGreenSchoolCW74EJ 
Alternatively, parents can buy jumpers from elsewhere and have the logos put on them, these are available from school. Likewise the school pale blue polo shirt.

Complaints

Disputes about the school uniform can be raised with the Senior Leadership Team and should be pursued in accordance with Hebden Green School’s complaints policy.
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*School Uniform: Guidance for governing bodies, school leader, school staff and local authorities September 2013


