Whole School Assessment Overview

An Overview
The assessment tool ‘B Squared’ is used throughout school to monitor academic progress.  This tool gives us the opportunity to track progress specific to age, phase and need.  The extract below shows how we are able to use B Squared at every point of learning to ensure consistency and challenge across the school.
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Our whole school assessment system uses various aspects of the online assessment tool B Squared to record and measure progress.  Within school, we analyse this progress in two ways: the first is progress towards national aspirational targets which come from historic individual trajectories found in the online tool CASPA.  These are adjusted, where necessary, to ensure challenge.  The second method is rates of progress linked to category of need and age.  This is based on progress expected of those working within the highest percentile linked to category of need e.g. MLD, PD, SLD and PMLD.
By working this way, pupils’ progress is celebrated based on their own individual trajectory and also in comparison to their peers with similar needs.
Additional Assessment Tools
Our additional assessment tools support and inform all our practitioners and add further depth and rigor to all aspects of teaching, learning and assessment.
Long-Term Tracking
We record and track individual pupil progress from the moment they start the school in English and Maths subjects.  We also ensure that additional tools and attendance are recorded to give greater depth to our understanding and knowledge of the pupil.  This long term tracking then supports our discussions around setting aspirational targets linked to individual trajectories.  This system is crucial in understanding a pupil’s long term journey, in enhancing transitions and supporting a plan towards adult life.
[image: ]
Standardised Assessments
We use the Single Word Reading Test, Single Word Spelling Test and Number Age for appropriate pupils to track standardised progressed in English and Maths.  These are then tracked alongside progress identified within B Squared.
We use Benchmarking to support reading development and provide pupils with clear and specific goals.  This system also gives us the opportunity to track reading skills in a very small step way so we are able to celebrate all progress and plan next steps linked to specific phonic outcomes.
We also have a range of assessments to support individual identification of need within teaching and learning.  Examples of this are: BPVS and the Dyslexia Portfolio.


Tracking Individual Targets linked to Education, Health and Care Plans
Tracking IEPs
In 2016/2017 IEP outcomes were tracked using MAPP as a way to ensure challenge, aspiration and rigour in targets linked to individual outcome.  This system demonstrated the value around a specific focus on reducing barriers to learning and focusing on long term outcomes.  This was especially noticeable within our Residential setting and Pathway 1.
In 2017/2018 all classes began to use MAPP to track the impact of IEP targets for individual pupils.  Results will be available from May 2018
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Multiagency Working
To ensure of pupils make swift progress towards their own aspirational outcomes, we work closely with all multiagency teams to joint monitor and track progress and to establish challenging targets.
Additional Data
It is essential that a thorough knowledge of all pupil data is used to enhance discussions around all forms of progress.  Teachers and teaching assistants use information linked to attendance, Pupil Premium, SEMH and multiagency working to put progress in context, further enhance challenge in the curriculum and measure all forms of impact.
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